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SUBJECT : MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: UAEG HANDLING OF MULTILATERAL 
ISSUES 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE RESPONSES TO QUESTIONNAIRE CONTAINED PARA 7 
REF A WITH REPLIES KEYED TO LETTERED SUBPARAS THEREOF. 

(A) UAEG INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES IN MULTILATERAL FORA 
CONCENTRATE MORE ON FORM THAN SUBSTANCE, I.E. THIS GOVERNEMENT 

15 MORE INTERESTED IN ITS IMAGE AS RESPONSIBLE (BUT NON- 
CONTROVERSIAL) MEMBER OF COMMUNITY OF NATIONS THAN IT IS IN 
MOST OF ISSUES DISCUSSED BY THAT COMMUNITY IN VARIOUS 
INTERNATIONAL BODIES. CONSISTENT WITH THIS POSITION UAEG 

IS MEMBER OF NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY JOIN MORE (IT RECENTLY ANNOUNCED WITH CONSIDERABLE 
PRIDE ITS APPROVAL FOR MEMBERSHIP IN IAEA, AN ORGANIZATION 
GENERALLY REMOTE FROM BOTH THE EXPERTISE AND INTERESTS 
PREVELANT HERE). AT PRESENT REPRESENTATION AT MANY OF 
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THAT TOO WILL INCREASE WITH GROWTH OF STILL FLEDGLING UAE 
FOREIGN SERVICE. PRIMARY EXCEPTIONS TO PREOCCUPATION WITH 
IMAGE RATHER THAN SUBSTANCE ARE (I) ARAB-ISRAEL ISSUES AND 
(II) OPEC/ENERGY RELATED ITEMS. IN BOTH CASES, HOWEVER, 

UAE IS FOLLOWER, NOT A LEADER AND, GENERALLY, INITIATIVES ARE 
NOT TAKEN. WITH REGARD TO CANDIDATES FOR SENIOR OFFICE IN 
MULTILATERAL BODIES, UAEG WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY WELCOME RESULTING 
PRESTIGE, BUT AT MOMENT HUMAN INFRASTRUCTURE IS SO THIN IT 
CANNOT REASONABLY ASPIRE TO SUCH POSITIONS. 

(B) ABU DHABI REFTEL DEALT AT SOME LENGTH WITH KEY ROLE OF 
ARAB CAUCUS IN TERMS UAE POSITION ON ISSUES ON MULTILATERAL 
FORA. UAE IS DEFINITELY NOT LEADER WITHIN THAT CAUCUS AND 

IS VERY MUCH IN POSITION OF FEELING RATHER THAN EXERTING 
PRESSURE. 

(C) UAE GIVES GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS IN ADVANCE TO ITS DELEGATIONS 
WHICH IN ALMOST ALL CASES WILL INCLUDE AT LEAST SOME PERSONNEL 
FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY HEADQUARTERS ITSELF. IT IS OUR 
EXPERIENCE THAT ONGOING REPORTING, CONSULTATIONS AND 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE OFTEN CONDUCTED BY PHONE, E.G. DURING 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSIONS. WHEN LOCALES ARE MORE REMOTE, 

E.G. LIMA, AND PARTICULARLY IF SENIOR MAN IS IN CHARGE, 

DELEGATION LIKELY REMAIN VERY MUCH ON ITS OWN. 

(D) PERM REPS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION LACK INDEPENDENT 
POLITICAL POWER, BUT TENDENCY RUN WITH ARAB PACK CAN 
PRODUCE DIFFICULTIES OF ITS OWN IN TERMS OF CONTROL UNLESS 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE VERY PRECISE. 

(E) AGAIN ABU DHABI REFTEL DEALT IN SOME DETAIL WITH UAEG 
RESPONSE TO OUR APPROACHES ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES. ONE 
SHOULD ADD THAT OUR PRESENTATIONS ARE ALMOST INVARIABLY WELL 
RECEIVED AND PROBABLY APPRECIATED AT LEAST IN TERMS OF 
INFORMATIONAL CONTENT. BUT POSITIVE RECEPTION IS ONE THING, 
POSITIVE ACTION IS ANOTHER. UAEG HAS NOT TO BEST OUR 
KNOWLEDGE SOLICITED USG SUPPORT ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES OR 
PROBLEMS. 
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